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were powerful reasons, on the contrary, which suggested
in certain cases that conditional permission to continue
to trade should be granted. In other words it was
desirable that the Egyptian Government introduced
some system of license. No less obvious was the fact
that the close supervision of enemy trading would
become a business of vast importance, and that quali-
fied persons should be responsible for its conduct.
Intricate problems connected with finance and com-
merce necessarily must arise, complexities which re-
quired the attention of minds experienced in business,
and military authority was fortunate in persuading
the Financial Adviser of the Egyptian Government to
become the first Chief Licensing Officer.1

Under a second proclamation,2 licences were divided
into three classes. The holders of A were permitted
to trade in Egypt without restriction : of B, with the
British Empire and the Allies of Great Britain : while
firms under C continued in business only for the pur-
pose of liquidation. Within the space of a few months
exhaustive inquiry had been made into the ante-
cedents of more than 350 trading corporations, which
from one reason or another had fallen under suspicion.3

1 Lord Edward Cecil, K.C.M.G., undertook the onerous duties of
the post.

a Dated i6th August 1915, and designed to secure ' the better
control of trading in Egypt by, or on behalf of, persons of enemy
nationality'.

3 The first list of holders of licences was published on the
16th January 1916. At that date five firms only had satisfied the
conditions prescribed by the Licensing Officer as necessary for holders
of an A licence; but 250 were granted a B licence. The list, however,
was imperfect. There were obvious omissions, due presumably to
hurried methods of investigation, and there were curious errors of
judgement in the choice of some of the liquidators of firms under
C licences. Thus, the good faith of the Vulcan Coaling Agency,
established at Port Said, apparently had not been questioned. While
it is true the nominal head-quarters of this concern were situated in
neutral territory, evidence had been secured locally which suggested